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Apiary Meetings (Dounhurst Farm, Skiff Lane, Wisborough Green)
Saturday meetings start at 2.00pm

 
Sunday 7th Oct to remove Apiguard. 2.00 pm start This meeting is additional to the 

normal schedule and may not be a full meeting, but Roger will try to make 
things as interesting as he can, and you won’t be wasting a journey.

Saturday 13th October 

Annual Supper
Saturday 27th October 7.30 pm, Pulborough Village Hall

Celebrate the end of the season with a delicious supper and excellent company! If you are able to 
come,  please let Judy Knight know (01403 752169)  before Wednesday 24th October please - to 
reserve seats.  All members are welcome, with 'other halves' and children.  The cost will be £7.00 a 
head, which covers drinks, meat, bread and cheese, but members are asked to bring either a salad or 
a pudding - please discuss with Judy at the time of booking.  Volunteers to help with the cooking will 
be very warmly welcomed.  Also, if you have successfully grown a pumkin as part of the competition 
(an achievement in itself in this difficult year !) please bring that along too.  See you there !

Patterson in Print – Roger Patterson

As  you  all  know  occasionally  I  have  some  little  gems  for  you.  How  about  this  one  then?  
http://www.rehov.org/bee.htm There will be questions on it at a future meeting, so look at it now! 

I have sent out several e-mails lately, including one about some beekeeping equipment that was for 
sale (snapped up within hours) and one about an item on a TV programme on Sept 6th. I thought the 
item was quite well done apart from the presenter referring to honey as “bee sick”, and there is no way 
you can describe ragwort as a crop that needs pollinating! The beekeeper, Peter Springall from Bromley 
didn’t wear protective clothing. Those of you who came to the Beginners and Improvers Day may recall 
that I showed a photograph of a lot of beekeepers round a hive dressed up in beesuits and Wellingtons, 
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that I said was gross overkill, followed by a photo of someone not wearing anything, that I said was 
probably foolhardy. That was Peter Springall!! There have been several messages this year of a similar 
nature, so if you haven’t e-mail access I suggest you ask a member who has, to contact you when one 
comes round. It is impossible to phone every member, and e-mails are very quick.

At our honey show I helped Tom Moore steward for the judge, and I am afraid some of the regular 
mistakes were made by exhibitors. One of the main reasons normally put forward for entering shows is 
to improve presentation, and I have often heard it said that all honey that is sold should be fit for the 
show bench. I wouldn’t agree with that simply because in order to win top prizes at top shows straining 
is extremely important, and the strainer cloths we use for bottling for sale will not remove all the particles 
that will downgrade an exhibit in a honey show. I do not intend to pick on anyone, but some of the errors 
were:-

• A hair (possibly animal) in the bottom of a jar of granulated honey. I suspect this was in the jar 
before the honey was put in, and could probably have been avoided by turning the jars upside 
down for storage. Years ago the suppliers put them in the boxes upside down, but they don’t any 
more.

• Granulated honey that was still moving in the jar. This can be avoided by storing the jars in a 
cool place, but make sure they are level. Selling granulated or soft set honey that isn’t firm is 
poor presentation.

• Some jars didn’t have enough honey in. This is an offence if sold, and although there will 
probably be an initial warning we should always make sure that EVERY jar is correct.

• Scum on the top of the honey. Although this is not an offence it doesn’t look good. I think the 
problem is that the honey hasn’t been allowed to settle long enough before bottling. The warmer 
it is, the quicker the bubbles rise.

• Previous labels not washed off jars properly. It is good that glass is recycled, but I know that 
some of the modern adhesives do their job well. 

• Partly granulated “liquid” honey. This can easily be got over by either allowing it to granulate 
properly, or to liquefy fully by gentle warming.

All these faults are easily avoidable, and would have given the exhibits a better chance of success.

I know the winter evenings can be cold, wet, or foggy, but Sue has put together a cracking programme 
with some good speakers this winter, including some of our own talent, so make a note and come 
along. It’s good to hear about other people’s approach. You may not always agree, but often you can 
take an idea and modify it to suit yourself. We all develop our own techniques and whatever we try 
should fit in with it. Even I like to get something out of a meeting, and often It’s something so simple I 
haven’t even thought of it.

At our meeting on Sept 22nd I was amazed to see so much nectar coming in. I have never seen so 
much at this time of year, and it prevented us from feeding most of the colonies.

We have the supper later this month, so don’t forget your pumpkins. 

I am a member of Horsham Natural History Society and as many of you have an interest in wildlife I 
thought  you  might  like  to  be  aware  of  it,  and  come  along  to  meetings.  There  is  a  website 
www.hnhs.org.uk that looks remarkably like ours,  and there are no prizes for guessing the reasons 
(Turnbull and Patterson again), just have a look at the weekly lecture programme, which is very varied. 
There is also a photographic quiz on species that are found in Sussex, so you can have a go yourself, 
or have a bit of fun with someone else.

Roger Patterson.
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 County News

County News from the Chairman Roger Patterson
(Telephone 01403 790 637 or E-mail r.patterson@pattersonpressings.co.uk)

For a number of reasons beekeepers must be much better now than they used to be. At one time you 
could take your honey off in the second or third week in August, feed the bees, and that was it until next 
spring. At meetings I keep telling Wisborough Green members to inspect their colonies regularly all the 
time you can, and for the following reasons:-

• There has been a lot of EFB in the area this year, and with little indication of the sources. 
Checking brood for disease should be a major part of colony inspection.

• Varroa levels in some colonies have been extremely high, and many don’t give the usual signs of 
mites on adult bees, or deformed wing virus. It is important that you check your mite levels, as I 
believe a lot of colonies will not survive the winter.

• The queen problems I have been trying to highlight for some time are quite serious. This year 
there have been many queens simply “disappear”, and there have been a lot of 2007 queens being 
superseded. At the time of writing I have a July queen that is laying wall to wall brood that looks 
perfect, yet there are two supersedure cells on the second frame in from the edge. These could 
easily be missed and I am sure is the reason many people say there are no problems. I recently 
attended a Chichester Div meeting where I was invited to give an update. Many attendees had 
problems as well. Unfortunately there are some who are refusing to accept there are problems. 
These could well be people with less knowledge than they think they have, or they don’t inspect 
their bees enough.

We inspected the bees at the WG meeting on 22 Sept and I was amazed at the amount of food the bees 
had brought in. I have kept bees since 1963 and I have never known a September like it. The queens 
were being crowded out and the feeding had to be abandoned.

Roger Patterson.
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County Diary – Around the Divisions – all Members are most welcome at all  
Meetings
Chichester – contact Chris Burnett on 01243 514642 for details.  
Oct 26 Skittle evening with Petersfield at Fishbourne Club 26  at 7.30
  
Wisborough Green – contact Sue Cooper on 01798 874 061 Website www.wgbka.org.uk
Teaching apiary meetings at Dounhurst Farm, Skiff Lane, Wisborough Green
Saturday 13th Oct – Apiary Meeting at 2pm
Saturday 27th Oct – Annual Supper. Details in newsletter.

Worthing contact Brian Tolworthy on 01903 241369 
Website www.worthingbeekeepers.fsnet.co.uk/org.uk 
Winter meetings at Ferring village hall. Arrive at 7.15pm. Commencing at 7.30pm  
Thurs Oct11th  “Procrastination”. Norman Hughes.
Sat Oct 13th Beginners Day

WSBKA Convention. Sat March 1st 2008. Details to follow

FOR SALE

Several buckets of “cooking honey” £1.00/lb. This is not suitable for bottling. Luciano Scandian 01273 454041

October 2007 Page 4

http://www.worthingbeekeepers.fsnet.co.uk/org.uk
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/

	Newsletter October 2007

